Chatham County Zoning Board of Appeals

Minutes
September 22, 2026 9:00 AM
112 East State Street, Arthur Mendonsa Hearing Room

September 22, 2026, Chatham County Zoning Board of Appeals

Members Present: Robert Vineyard, Chair
Meredith Stone, Vice Chair
Benjamin Polote
Jenna Watkins

Members Absent: Keewan Drayton

Others Present: Ely Zarka, Senior Planner, Current Planning/Development Services
Sally Helm, Administrative Assistant Il, Development Services/Current Planning

Hind Patel, IT Support

I. Call to Order and Welcome

Il. Pledge of Allegiance

lll. Notices, Proclamations and Acknowledgements
IV. Petitions Ready for Hearing

V. Approval of Minutes

1. Approval of the April 28, 2026 Meeting Minutes

@ april-28-2026-chatham-county-zoning-board-of-appeals-minutes.pdf

VI. Item(s) Requested to be Removed from the Final Agenda
VII. Consent Agenda
VIII. Old Business

IX. Regular Agenda

2. 31 Fort Argyle Ct. | Variance to fence height | ZBA-0726-000635

@ Application Red.pdf
@ doc00630720260728134628.pdf

@ ZBA-0726-000635-31 Fort Argyle Ct.pdf

Mr. Zarka, Senior Planner, Development Services/Current Planning, presented the Staff report. Mr.
Zarka stated the petitioner is requesting a variance to increase the maximum fence height from 6 feet to 8
feet for a fence in the front and side yard. Within Residential zoning districts, or in any district listed in the
C or R Use Schedule, walls and fences shall not exceed six feet in height in front and side yards, nor
eight feet in height in rear yards. For the purposes of this lot front and side yard shall mean any portion of
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the property that is between the rearmost facade of the residence and Catalina Dr. This parcel is in the

Residential-Agriculture zoning district. The petitioner has applied for a fence permit to install an 8-foot-tall
fence to match the fence on the neighboring property, as well as others in the vicinity. Upon review the
petitioner was informed that a 6-foot-tall fence would be permitted by right, but the petitioner’s request
would require a variance. A fence permit was approved for the location of the fence, with the height of
said fence being dependent on this application.

The subject property is 0.5 acres in the Argyle Village Subdivision. This petition is regarding the Fences
and Walls section of the zoning ordinance. The property is bounded to the rear by a yet to be developed
Planned Development, and on the other side by the other lots within subdivision. The fence was already
installed, and as a result this application as well as the fence permit are after the fact reviews. The fence,
while it would not be in keeping with the intent of the ordinance, does exist largely on a portion of the
property that would be the side yard for other properties. MPC staff recommends approval of the
variance to increase the height of a fence in the front and side yard from six feet to eight feet.

Mr. Stacy Knight, Petitioner, said this neighborhood has a lot of manufactured homes that are elevated
in that area. The six-foot fence did not justify the privacy needed. Mr. Knight said there is a vacant home
in front of his property which was causing an issue prior to the fence being installed with homeless people
trespassing onto his property. The neighbor on the other side of his property had already placed an eight-
foot fence on their property and he assumed it was allowed.

No PUBLIC COMMENT

NO BOARD DISCUSSION

The board entertained a motion

Motion

Approval of the variance to increase the height of a fence in the front and side yard from 6 feet to 8 feet.

Vote Results (Approved )
Motion: Benjamin Polote, Jr.

Second: Jenna Watkins

James Coursey - Not Present
Meredith Stone - Aye
Robert Vinyard - Aye
Benjamin Polote, Jr. - Aye
Kewaan Drayton - Not Present
Jenna Watkins - Aye
Tia Acker-Moore - Not Present

3. 50 Diamond Causeway | Variance to building setback | ZBA-0926-000642

@ Application_Red.pdf

@ General Floor Plan.pdf

@ ZBA-0926-000642-50 Diamond Causeway.pdf

@ Construction Plan-Plot Plan.pdf

@ SCC Variance Non-Objection.pdf

@ Memo to Zoning Board for Skidaway Community Church Variance Request (4908-3731-2722.2).pdf

@ Skidaway Church Variance Board Synopsis (4938-8663-7778.2).pdf
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@ 2026.09.17 25-229.000 Staking-PH1 Plot Plan - Amended-STAKING PLAN.pdf

@ SCC letter on representation.pdf

Motion

Item was tabled until the October 27th CZBA meeting.

Vote Results (Approved )
Motion: Benjamin Polote, Jr.

Second: Jenna Watkins

James Coursey - Not Present
Meredith Stone - Aye
Robert Vinyard - Aye
Benjamin Polote, Jr. - Aye
Kewaan Drayton - Not Present
Jenna Watkins - Aye
Tia Acker-Moore - Not Present

X. Other Business

XI. Adjournment
The Chatham County - Savannah Metropolitan Planning Commission provides meeting summary minutes

which are adopted by the respective Board. Verbatim transcripts of minutes are the responsibility of the
interested party.
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