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Map of 1864. Georgia Info. Historical Atlas of Georgia Counties; Chatham County
http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.eduw/histcountymaps/chathamhistmaps.htm




..... bt LAL=EE &
-
#

‘}ko * ‘_:" )’« SR%\'[_ IELD \> %
-k. 5 t“'-., s B Sy \ e .

L .o “ (e 5
IS ™ -

"ﬂ L eUYTOoN N\ 2
A

~
/
..-""h“

folerion
Cherwber T0iti Y

i TR, <
BLOOMINGDALE

)

&
7
I?’/{/[ :

INESVILLE N,

ﬁs o f NT
I 0 T,

A R o

£ 0 : N The

e Ll 5\

AT
A >‘.‘l = ‘\Jv
PDripurhounyiie 7

| g 5 Mt Ri(‘"i
[

= P,
RS Fasse

Map of 1864 Georgia Info. Historical Atlas of Georgia Counties; Chatham County
http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.eduwhistcountymaps/chathamhistmaps.htm




: 7 : ) ‘I'J ¢ {; V4
,,..-,4"‘ / LS

Wi

Map of 1864 Georgia Info. Historical Atlas of Georgia Counties; Chatham County
http://georgiainfo.galileo.usg.edw/histcountvmaps/chathamhistmaps.htm




\ M- hicke 9 ©
. X R d’% - FL.McAlL
MR e @ . o
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Savannah: Cultural Resources. Chapter 8
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CHAPTER 8. HISTORIC & CULTURAL RESOURCS 8.5 Chatham County-Savannah Resources
8.5.4 Southwest Chatham

resort development followed in 1927 with the Hotel Wilmington Island (later called the
General Oglethorpe), a popular destination for golf. Today this building is restored as
condominiums.

On Oatland Island, the Brotherhood of Railway Conductors built a large retirement home,
which from WWII to 1974 became a mosquito control research center. Today it serves as a
natural resource education center for the Board of Education.

Cockspur Island held a strateglc location at the mouth of the Savannah River for the

: o : protection of Savannah. Two forts preceded Fort
Pulaski, which was built as a part of a line of
fortifications along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts after
the War of 1812.

Fort James Jackson, was built on Salter’s Island, about
i three miles east of downtown Savannah. Its purpose
# was to protect Savannah from naval attack. In the
. early Nineteenth Century the marshes around the fort
T - that were cultivated for rice were drained and filled in
with dredge spoils from the River. The fort is significant as one of the few preserved Second
System Seacoast Fortifications in the United
States. During the Civil War, three lines of |
defense were adopted to protect Savannah.
The first line of defense extended from
Causton’s Bluff to the Ogeechee River and |
embraced Greenwich, Thunderbolt, Isle of |
Hope, Beaulieu and Rose Dhu. Detached
works were also constructed on Whitemarsh,
Skidaway, and Green Islands. Many of these
defenses are still evident.

8.5.4 Southwest Chatham

In the late Eighteenth and early Nineteenth Centuries, several large plantations were
located between the Great and Little Ogeechee Rivers. Built in 1756, Wild Heron
Plantation, located at the intersection of Wild Heron and Grove Point Roads, is one of the
oldest domestic structures in the state. By the 1830’s, almost 1,000 slaves worked in the
rice ﬁelds of several large rice plantatlons on the Ogeechee. Following the Civil War, many

S Lk e of the former slaves remained in the area. Burroughs was
e N ' one such rural African-American community, carved out of
land originally associated with Wild Heron Plantation.
The New Ogeechee Missionary Baptist Church (1893) and
St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church served this community
of approximately 50 houses, a school, and a store. The one
room school is situated next to St. Bartholomew Church.
. The community of Burroughs became a railhead for the
shipping of rice and vegetables into Savannah.
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CHAPTER 8. HISTORIC & CULTURAL RESOURCS 8.6 Issues and Opportunities
8.5.4 Southwest Chatham

Not far from Burroughs is the Savannah and Ogeechee Canal a 16.5 mile long canal
constructed from 1826 to 1830 by slaves and Irish immigrants. The canal, upon its
completion, shipped various commodities. The Bethel community near the canal had its
start in the late 1770's when Jacob Gould built a house on Little Neck Road. The nearby
Bethel Cemetery dates from 1848 and is contemporary with the 19t century Gould house
(now restored as a private residence).

Lebanon Plantation is another colonial-era rice plantation located on the Little Ogeechee
River. The main house dates from 1873 and in the Twentieth Century was the location for
the development of the Savannah Satsuma orange. During the Civil War, Lebanon was the
site of Federal troop headquarters. Confederate and Union army camps and emplacements
can be found all over southwest Chatham County.

Just north of the Ogeechee River, at Ogeechee Road and Canebrake Road, stands the plant
introduction station established by Barbour Lathrop in 1920. A Cuban rice planter,
Andreas Moynelo introduced bamboo plants from Japan on nearby Vallambrosa Plantation.
These were transplanted to the site of the Bamboo Farm in 1890 and came to the attention
of Mr. Lathrop in 1915. This fascinating site is still an active plant testing and coastal
garden facility run by the University of Georgia.

8.6 Issues and Opportunities

In the introduction to this Chapter the economic impact of tourism and its direct correlation
to historic resources was demonstrated. The renovation of historic resources is also good for
business. Between January 2001 and March 2004, $50.3 million was invested in the
Broughton Street Urban Redevelopment Area (BURA) and $75.2 million was invested along
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard (MLK) and the Montgomery Street corridor. Appraised
property values in both targeted areas have increased exponentially. In 1986, at the
inception of the BURA designation, commercial properties in the 12 block area were valued
at $38.7 million. Today, that figure has dramatically increased to more than $123.3
million, excluding public properties. In 2000, commercial properties along the 52 block
MLK and Montgomery corridor were valued at $75.9 million. Today that figure has
increased to $174.6 million, excluding public properties.®

Historic commercial buildings provide interesting space for retail, inns, lofts and
condominiums. In 2002-2003 approximately $6.5 million has gone into condo/loft
acquisition and improvements in the Broughton Street Urban Redevelopment area.® The
housing stock in historic neighborhoods provides a range of housing choices in unique
landscapes settings close to existing transportation lines. New developments in proximity
to historic neighborhoods gain value from that location. In turn, these developments need
to reinforce the street patterns, public accessibility and aesthetics of the surrounding
historic neighborhoods.

Despite the positive statistics not all communities recognize the value of historic
preservation. In a recent survey of Certified Local Governments across Georgia, six main
concerns were raised. In order of magnitude these were: demolition by neglect and

5 Figures obtained from Savannah Development and Renewal Authority
6 Savannah Development and Renewal Authority.
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CHAPTER 8. HISTORIC & CULTURAL RESOURCS 8.2 Regional History
8.5.1 Southeast Chatham

the physical integrity of the plan has not been preserved in these towns. Professor John
Reps of Cornell University has written that “Savannah...used the power gained through
municipal ownership of the Common to shape the growth in the public interest. The
decisions to do so and, in the process, to replicate the original, spatially nonhierarchical
system of uniform open squares produced America’s most unusual city plan.”

The outlying settlements were connected to the City of Savannah by waterways and
colonial road systems. These colonial roads followed the high ground (usually the ridges of
old barrier island dune structures). Early development naturally occurred along these
routes including the Western Road (Louisville Road), the White Bluff Road (an extension of
Bull Street), the Great Ogeechee Road (Southern Road), Wheaton Street (to Thunderbolt
and the ferry to Skidaway Island), and the Augusta or River Road. Plantations were
established along the Savannah and Ogeechee Rivers and on the islands such as Ossabaw,
Skidaway and Wassaw.

Oglethorpe’s policies against slavery restricted the size of
farms and plantations in colonial Georgia, in stark contrast
with South Carolina landholders and their slave labor force.
The ban was lifted in 1752 when control of the colony
reverted to the crown. Subsequently, rice production began
in the Savannah and Ogeechee River basins. Slaves were
housed on the plantations or in the city where they lived in |
lane cottages or along the edges of the old city. Notable pre-
Civil War African American resources include the tabby slave
cottages on Ossabaw Island, the Owens Thomas House
carriage houses and the First African Baptist Church.
During Reconstruction many of the former slaves established
communities on the mainland near waterways such as Coffee Bluff, Nicholsonboro, Pin
Point, Sand Fly and Grimball’s Point. In Savannah, the Beach Institute and Brownsville
were urban neighborhoods occupied by Freedmen.

Between 1826 and 1830 the Savannah and Ogeechee Rivers were connected by the
Savannah and Ogeechee Canal. When completed, the canal was 16.5 miles long, 48 feet
wide at the top and five feet deep. During the Antebellum period, the canal improved the
transportation of products to the port of Savannah. Communities such as Bethel in
Southwest Chatham grew up in conjunction with the canal. Competition from rail access to
upland cotton through South Carolina, however, spurred the construction of the Central of
Georgia Railway system. The railroad soon eclipsed the canal as an economic force.
Railhead communities such as Burroughs grew up in outlying portions of the county from
which farmers could ship their produce by rail.

After the Civil War, street railroads encouraged suburban and river resort development.
With the advent of the automobile many of these summer resorts became year-round
residential suburbs and palm-lined causeways connected these communities to the
mainland. Street railroads enabled urban expansion into the former farm lots where larger
lots and deeper setbacks were the norm. These neighborhoods are now desirable
residential districts.

8-2 DRAFT 2.0 - MPC REVIEW PHASE
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Server S|{A GALILEO Digital Initiative Database

While in this database, use the Search and Help buttons below.

Georgia Legislative Documents Search Help

Content of Act/Resolution

ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF
GEORGIA 1921

PART IIL--CORPORATIONS
TITLE 1. Municipal Corporations.

1921 Vol. 1 -- Page: 740
Sequential Number: 209

Short Title: BURROUGHS CHARTER REPEALED.
Law Number: No. 13.

Full Title: An Act entitled an Act to repeal the Charter of the Town of Burroughs granted to said
Town of Burroughs by the Superior Court of Chatham County, Georgia, on the 22nd day of January.
1898, and for other purposes.

Whereas by order of the Superior Court of Chatham County. Georgia. pdsscd on the 22nd day of
January. 1898, the Town of Burroughs was incorporated; and
[Sidenote: Preamble.]

Whereas at a meeting of the Councilmen of the Town of Burroughs it wasresolved that necessary
steps be taken to repeal the charter of said Town of Burroughs: and

Whereas the qualified voters and residents of the Town of Burroughs have concurred in said
request;

Section 1. Now then be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, and it is hereby
enacted by authority of the same, That from and after the passage of this Act the charter of the said
Town of Burroughs be, and the same is, hereby repealed.

[Sidenote: Act of 1898 repealed.]

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act be. and the same
are, hereby repealed.

Approval Date: Approved July 21, 1921.

Tofl 11/82011 10:49 AM



A Spark Is_Plarited . "eq voes . Qﬁ, ey
Burroughs Seekmg To Ralse
hvmg Standards Of Negroes_
h‘“ﬂu_

18 ﬂ" XY HUGH BROWN
than fifteen miles from Bavannsh there is a small colored
J{community known as Bnrroughs, Ga. Like hundreds of similar
settlements in the heart of the Southland its inhabitants live in
t"h;l midst of large white holdings and work on the farms of the
tes.
The town itl:l{ is small, a typl-|- RENT-A-CAR
cal “generzl store and hali-dozen pecial
houses” whistle stop on the main o Icly: tutm, Sy, «

I3
line of the Atlastic Coast Line. ,',";, 232&;‘% il

and & thousafd others is that af
|revelation is: ring there, AUTO LIARY”
- It lsn't a vm revolution. In| 5/10/5 o~ .
fact one could pass through Bur-|$7.60 do~

roughs and never even be aware|{nc driv

of it. But it Is there, . HA
- The whole.ldea of revolution is
contained in the Burroughs Com-
munity Club, an organization that| -
has assumed fhe task of leading
the citizens of the town'in a deter-
mined effort to raise the standard

of living by incr.u.m( food pro-
duction (both .
landsca;

“.
A,

m@mm:ﬂmd&]

m. Aaron Grant, pregident of

the Burroughs Community Club,

is enough 1o show what can be

done by an individual for his com-

munity and for himself.

Aware of the fact that a single

concrete example iz much more -
likely to provide inspiration than| s

his
home and installing modern equip-
ment. .

He repainted bis house, screeneg
the porch and windows, land-
scaped’ higs yard and planted =
.mummwtm
craps.

A!hrnclhelylﬂdlnlhh!e}hw '

In p for-elee-’
tric power, Grant installed an elec-
tric kitchen and bought electric
applisnces for his home.

With the ald of new appllances|
his wife has taken the lead  In
canning and preserving fruits and

les from

tions of modern preserving tech-
niques for the women.

A community house Jies in the
future, The dream of a centrally
?|located house with,complete facil-

ities for the eoopenﬁva effort

¥ to the will pot

' begun accummlsting funds for the
*| building. " i
‘| Group work and recreation are
part of the program. Under the|:
leadership of Young, the commun-|:
ity has established regular celebra-|;
tions of the yearly festivals and}’
anniversaries common to - Amerie|’
cans. The practice of holding an|.
Easter -egg hunt has been re-
established.

The story Is not complete. It is
|in the inchoate stage. Needs are
still many and the work goes on|
slowly, but it goes on,

townsmen have done the

ralsed the money need-

earry on the program with-
ancial

gs‘;??
B
g
]

i3
3
g3
13
£5
5

3
g
:
g
i

beginning take
,  Continued lmlhidm “'l
fort amd group cooperation will
guarantee its success.
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Burroughs:

-Rebirthof a Oncé_ Forgotten Community

By DEBBY LUSTER
Religiam Editer

A project headed up by Mrs.
Gresme, alsoa SL Matthew's

Meeting regularly at the house
is the newly formed Youth

am a plat of land left to a mem-
ber of the church by her moth-
da Brown. E i

L § 7% et
Q. “\'\ &S Uidae v, 3
4

School System and junior war-
den of St Bartholomew's,
Aszron Grant, has lived in Bur-
roaghs all his life. Like mest of
the town's inhabitants, be is a

. descendant of the slaves who

worked the cotton fields in the U
old plantation community.

“All' we (living in Bur

m) mm was mark- spot sits St. Bartholomew's.

ing time.. time. 1
thoaght | would die markin®
time until she (Mrs. Greene)
came, and now we can look up

{
.
|
|
i

wm—— e

Inside St. Bartholomexw’s Chapel in B

. agoand o begin a food cooper-

ative for the community.

A retired school bus driver
from the Chatham County

Tiatt Srotes ¥Y Seve Wesdterd
arroughs

early aa
nursing home in Statesboro
after a long illness.

He was a native of Oudsley
County and a lifelong resident

f Rrooklet, He was the retired

* e

{ Outside View of St. Bartholomew’s Chape

" Mrs. Greene said, “We have 2

usinue colture which we really
need Lo spotiighl.”

According fo Granl, Bur-
roughs was omce an official
town, with a black mayor and a
Greene out, she has

found po documents yet carty-

T ml



Burroughs Seeks Hlstorlc Statu&gm 7

The Burroughs community in the
southwestern comer of Chatham
County has been nominated for
inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places, ending a yearlong
campaign by black community activist
Gergrude Green,

The Chatham County commission

unanimously approved a resolution

Friday asking that the isolated
community of US.17 at the end of

{ Chevis Road be recognized as an
important  historic district. The tiny
settlement consists of a church and a
collection of run:down shanties which
constitute the second-oldest Episcopal
congregation in Georgia.

The St. Bartholomew congregation
was formed in 1832 to serve rice
plantation owners and their slaves. By
1845 the first priest, Rev. Williams,
was retained by the white landowners,
The church has served an an
educational as well as a religious center
to the community ever since.

‘““We’re always taught that
educational training didn’t come to
the former slaves until the Yankees
came in here after the Civil War, but
this simply is not true. They taught
reading, writing and arithmetic to the
slaves here before the war,” Green
said.

The community was incorporated
into a town in 1898 and black
residents served as mayor, town
‘council members and constable. The
town prospered as a railhead for
shipping locally-grown vegetables and
rice north to Savannah. The church
congregation alone swelled to over 400
members, Green said.

Things are slower now. The town’s
population has declined to about 300,
Green estimated, but the community

residents, St.

endures. “When I came out here in
1971, the parish hall was almost on
the ground and the roof was caved i in,
but everyone has pitched in to help.”

Along with  support from the
; Bartholomew’s also
received financial assistance from

Gertrude Greene and Burroughs St Bartholomew Eplscopal Church

local, regional and national Episcopal
groups. The current church building
was erected in 1897 after the first two
were destroyed by a cyclone and then
a hurricane.

Green said she will meet with Bill
Martin of the Coastal Area tianning

Georgia Gozette/ﬂlchard Sommcrs

and Development Commission this
week to learn final details for the
town's inclusion into the National
Register ;of Historic Places.:She also
hopes thys &g atate will feect on its
highway wspatiers in tront of St
Bartholoméw’s
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ACCENT

+ LENDING A HAND
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By Tanya Fogg Young

Savannah News-Press

hen Certrude Greene first vis
ited the community of
Burroughs in 1934, she lound

anly hopelessness amd poverty

In Burroughs. located in southern
Chatham County, she saw children with
skin marred by pellagra. She saw other
children with rickels feebly trying to
stanel.

She saw people who needed an
advocale.

ity vears and many acts of assis-
tance later in Burroughs. Greene
helped about 30 homes in Burroughs
gel ineloor pinmbing

“They were 1n some terrible hving sil-
uations,” Greene said simply. leaving
vou lo wonder whether she was talking
about 1934, 14984 or Lath,

RKnuwn widely as the “mother™ of
sneial work in Chatham County. Greene,
now BR_oMicially ended her work in the
field in 197 after more than 40 years of
serviee

Bul. Chatham’s first black proft !
social worker stitl continues o give,
cven thaueh her health reguires (o
spead most of her tine at home

In her smatl Southside apartmaent, she
has serapbook aller seraphonk of pho.
tos. old newspaper clippings, lellers
amdd ¢Aations that altest (o her years m
the ofien thankless fiekd.

A driving foree behind the movement
1o establish a social work program at
Savaunah State College. Greene saw
that dream realized more than a decade
apn

She isn't content, though, with the
wirienaaduate sacial work program at
S8t

Having earned her master’s of social
work degree nearly 50 vears ago from
what is today Clark Atlanta University,
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Gertrude Greene has spent her life helping others

oebebetarii st e s e w b s

Greene's next dream is a gradunte
social wark program at Savannah State.
“Mrs Gireene has been instrumental
n keeping the Name alive fur social
wark and social work education.” said
Ranata Arnold. head of Savannah
State's social work department.

tireene is Lhe hanorary chair for the
sehool’s advisory couneil, which is heading the €iTort Lo get
the graduate program. One of the advisory council’s gnals
is 1o estabhish a scholarship fund in Greene's name for
undergraduate and graduate social wark students

The group will begin a scholarship fund drive nest year

The impetus for much of the county’s develupment 1o
sacial services, Greene last worked as a psychiatrie sucial
warker at the Chatham County Health Department

Rut it was her work outside her job as a clinical social
worker that hos made the most impact on Otis Johison,
executive director of the Youth Fulures Authe

“Hurroughs hecame her full time b, said Johnson, whn
started working al Savannah State ahoul the lime of
(ireenc's relirement. "She wurked out there years ago and
helped them see their potential. She's ane of the retired
people | want to be Hke when 1 relire "

Like Jal Mary Hill ¢ s tireene a role model

“She was [he kind of social worker who never quils,” saud
ITill. a stafT development specialist for the county’s
Department of Family anc Chikiren Services. “Nu maller

“Two Faces”
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Priocos by Canl Elmore Savannah Mews Press

Above’ Gertrude Greene looks over scrapbooks about her career and
interests. Right, Greene looks at 3 painting by Jonathan Green tilled

whal. she'll find some resource.

"And if there isn't one, she'll develop il.”

Greence was aiso among the original organizers of the
Coastal Empire Habitat for Humanity, part of an interna-
uonal group dedicaled to helping low-income peaple find
homes.

One of Habitat's niost intensive, ambitinus projects,
begun in 1991, is tn Burroughs. At the project’s end, there
will be about 50 Habital honies in the community.

“She’s just one of thuse unusual penple who has spent
her whole life doing good things for other people.” lucat
architect Murray Barnard said of (ireenc. Barnard spent a
decade warking with her on Habitat projects.

“She has worked long hours behind the scenes.” Barnard
said. “She’s a real inspiration.”

(ireenc oflen altended dedications of the new Habitat
homes. Too sick in 1992 to attend the upcoming dedication
of Faye Castelow Thomas' house in Burroughs Village, she
asked the then single mother to come to her home.

“1 had & long talk with her about how to survive as a new

“She was the kind of social worker
who never quits. No matter what, L5

she'll find same resource. e
And if there isn't one, she'll develop i -+,

Mary Hill, a staff development specialist for “ig
the county's Department of Family and 3 A
Children Services.

homeowner.” saud Thomas, 43, a private duly licensed prac.
Ueatl nurse 1 remembering admiring her antique furni-
ture and her lelling me not to worry aboul getting things
hike that right away hecause i1 ook her and her hiusband 25
yearsto do "

Thomas. a motlier of four and grandmother of nine, said
she learned of Greene's many works in the communily
from church members at Bethel Baplist.

* Shareally educated me in the fittle time | spent with
frer,” Thomas sind 1 didn’l want (o leave. She had my (otal -
altenti ' i

Belore Greene ofiicially entered social work in 1933, the
Sereven County native hecame a home demonstration
agenl i Glyan County in 1930 (or the Department of
Agriculluye.

Without a car for the first few months of the job. she
depended on Lhe horse-drawn wagons of her clients to
transpart her from home to home, leaching them betier
foodd preparation and conservation and how te weatherize
hcir homes

She taught them (o strip cardboard boxesand (o hang
them on the walls as a type of insulalion.

Social work was not immune (rom the racism of the con:-
munity harboring it Greene remembers when social ser-
vice funding was dlesiguated lor use by “white children
only.” She was refused service and accommodations at
hotels where social work conferences were held.

tireene was also nrdered o go to the back deor un occa-
sions when she had to go te the homes of white employers
t verily information about some of her black clicnts.

Despite the indignities, she persevered. “I felt the brunt
af it hefore | got to my clients.” Greene said. "l helped pave
the road with a lot of pain and touk all the shortcomings.”

Whether her dream for Savannah State to have a gradu-
ate social wark program will be realized remains to be
seen. Bul. characleristically, Greene is optimistic.

“Yes, Pve gotten discouraged over the years, wondering if
the idea would ever take root,” she said. "But I just felt lik
1 could never give up hope.”
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