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CHAPTER 8. HISTORIC & CULTURAL RESOURCS 8.5 Chatham County·Savannah Resources 
8.5.4 Southwest Chatham 

resort development followed in 1927 with the Hotel Wilmington Island Oater called the 
General Oglethorpe), a popular destination for golf. Today this building is restored as 
condominiums. 

On Oatland Island, the Brotherhood of Railway Conductors built a large retirement home, 
which from WWII to 1974 became a mosquito control research center. Today it serves as a 
natural resource education center for the Board of Education. 

Cockspur Island held a strategic location at the mouth of the Savannah River for the 
protection of Savannah. Two forts preceded Fort 
Pulaski, which was built as a part of a line of 
fortifications along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts after 
the War of 1812. 

Fort James Jackson, was built on Salter's Island, about 
three miles east of downtown Savannah. I ts purpose 
was to protect Savannah from naval attack. In the 
early Nineteenth Century the marshes around the fort 
that were cultivated for rice were drained and filled in 

with dredge spoils from the River. The fort is significant as one of the few preserved Second 
System Seacoast Fortifications in the United 
States. During the Civil War, three lines of 
defense were adopted to protect Savannah. 
The first line of defense extended from 
Causton's Bluff to the Ogeechee River and 
embraced Greenwich, Thunderbolt, Isle of 
Hope, Beaulieu and Rose Dhu. Detached 
works were also constructed on Whitemarsh, 
Skidaway, and Green Islands. Many of these 
defenses are still evident. 

8.5.4 Southwest Chatham 
In the late Eighteenth and early Nineteenth Centuries, several large plantations were 
located between the Great and Little Ogeechee Rivers. Built in 1756, Wild Heron 
Plantation, located at the intersection of Wild Heron and Grove Point Roads, is one of the 
oldest domestic structures in the state. By the 1830's, almost 1,000 slaves worked in the 
rice fields of several large rice plantations on the Ogeechee. Following the Civil War, many 

of the former slaves remained in the area. Burroughs was 
one such rural African-American community, carved out of 
land originally associated with Wild Heron Plantation. 
The New Ogeechee Missionary Baptist Church (1893) and 
St. Bartholomew Episcopal Church served this community 
of approximately 50 houses, a school, and a store. The one 
room school is situated next to St. Bartholomew Church. 
The community of Burroughs became a railhead for the 
shipping of rice and vegetables into Savannah. 
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CHAPTER 8. HISTORIC & CULTURAL RESOURCS 8.6 Issues and Opportunities 
8.5.4 Southwest Chatham 

Not far from Burroughs is the Savannah and Ogeechee Canal a 16.5 mile long canal 
constructed from 1826 to 1830 by slaves and Irish immigrants. The canal, upon its 
completion, shipped various commodities. The Bethel community near the canal had its 
start in the late l 770's when Jacob Gould built a house on Little Neck Road. The nearby 
Bethel Cemetery dates from 1848 and is contemporary with the 19th century Gould house 
(now restored as a private residence). 

Lebanon Plantation is another colonial-era rice plantation located on the Little Ogeechee 
River. The main house dates from 1873 and in the Twentieth Century was the location for 
the development of the Savannah Satsuma orange. During the Civil War, Lebanon was the 
site of Federal troop headquarters. Confederate and Union army camps and emplacements 
can be found all over southwest Chatham County. 

Just north of the Ogeechee River, at Ogeechee Road and Canebrake Road, stands the plant 
introduction station established by Barbour Lathrop in 1920. A Cuban rice planter, 
Andreas Moynelo introduced bamboo plants from Japan on nearby Vallambrosa Plantation. 
These were transplanted to the site of the Bamboo Farm in 1890 and came to the attention 
of Mr. Lathrop in 1915. This fascinating site is still an active plant testing and coastal 
garden facility run by the University of Georgia. 

8.6 Issues and Opportunities 
In the introduction to this Chapter the economic impact of tourism and its direct correlation 
to historic resources was demonstrated. The renovation of historic resources is also good for 
business. Between January 2001 and March 2004, $50.3 million was invested in the 
Broughton Street Urban Redevelopment Area (BURA) and $75.2 million was invested along 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard (MLK) and the Montgomery Street corridor. Appraised 
property values in both targeted areas have increased exponentially. In 1986, at the 
inception of the BURA designation, commercial properties in the 12 block area were valued 
at $38.7 million. Today, that figure has dramatically increased to more than $123.3 
million, excluding public properties. In 2000, commercial properties along the 52 block 
MLK and Montgomery corridor were valued at $75.9 million. Today that figure has 
increased to $174.6 million, excluding public properties. 5 

Historic commercial buildings provide interesting space for retail, inns, lofts and 
condominiums. In 2002-2003 approximately $6.5 million has gone into condo/loft 
acquisition and improvements in the Broughton Street Urban Redevelopment area.6 The 
housing stock in historic neighborhoods provides a range of housing choices in unique 
landscapes settings close to existing transportation lines. New developments in proximity 
to historic neighborhoods gain value from that location. In tum, these developments need 
to reinforce the street patterns, public accessibility and aesthetics of the surrounding 
historic neighborhoods. 

Despite the positive statistics not all commumties recognize the value of historic 
preservation. In a recent survey of Certified Local Governments across Georgia, six main 
concerns were raised. In order of magnitude these were: demolition by neglect and 

6 Figures obtained from Savannah Development and Renewal Authority 
6 Savannah Development and Renewal Authority. 
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CHAPTER 8. HISTORIC & CULTURAL RESOURCS 8.2 Regional History 
8.5.1 Southeast Chatham 

the physical integrity of the plan has not been preserved in these towns. Professor John 
Reps of Cornell University has written that "Savannah ... used the power gained through 
municipal ownership of the Common to shape the growth in the public interest. The 
decisions to do so and, in the process, to replicate the original, spatially nonhierarchical 
system of uniform open squares produced America's most unusual city plan." 

The outlying settlements were connected to the City of Savannah by waterways and 
colonial road systems. These colonial roads followed the high ground (usually the ridges of 
old barrier island dune structures). Early development naturally occurred along these 
routes including the Western Road (Louisville Road), the White Bluff Road (an extension of 
Bull Street), the Great Ogeechee Road (Southern Road), Wheaton Street (to Thunderbolt 
and the ferry to Skidaway Island), and the Augusta or River Road. Plantations were 
established along the Savannah and Ogeechee Rivers and on the islands such as Ossabaw, 
Skidaway and Wassaw. 

Oglethorpe's policies against slavery restricted the size of 
farms and plantations in colonial Georgia, in stark contrast 
with South Carolina landholders and their slave labor force. 
The ban was lifted in 1752 when control of the colony 
reverted to the crown. Subsequently, rice production began 
in the Savannah and Ogeechee River basins. Slaves were 
housed on the plantations or in the city where they lived in 
lane cottages or along the edges of the old city. Notable pre· 
Civil War African American resources include the tabby slave 
cottages on Ossabaw Island, the Owens Thomas House 
carriage houses and the First African Baptist Church. 
During Reconstruction many of the former slaves established 
communities on the mainland near waterways such as Coffee Bluff, Nicholsonboro, Pin 
Point, Sand Fly and Grimball's Point. In Savannah, the Beach Institute and Brownsville 
were urban neighborhoods occupied by Freedmen. 

Between 1826 and 1830 the Savannah and Ogeechee Rivers were connected by the 
Savannah and Ogeechee Canal. When completed, the canal was 16.5 miles long, 48 feet 
wide at the top and five feet deep. During the Antebellum period, the canal improved the 
transportation of products to the port of Savannah. Communities such as Bethel in 
Southwest Chatham grew up in conjunction with the canal. Competition from rail access to 
upland cotton through South Carolina, however, spurred the construction of the Central of 
Georgia Railway system. The railroad soon eclipsed the canal as an economic force. 
Railhead communities such as Burroughs grew up in outlying portions of the county from 
which farmers could ship their produce by rail. 

After the Civil War, street railroads encouraged suburban and river resort development. 
With the advent of the automobile many of these summer resorts became year-round 
residential suburbs and palm-lined causeways connected these communities to the 
mainland. Street railroads enabled urban expansion into the former farm lots where larger 
lots and deeper setbacks were the norm. These neighborhoods are now desirable 
residential districts. 
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ACTS Al~D RESOLUTIONS OF TIIE GE1''ERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF 
GEORGIA 1921 

PART IU.--CORPORATIONS 
TITLE 1. Municipal Corporations. 

1921 Vol. 1 - Page: 740 

Sequential Number: 209 

Short Title: BURROUGHS CHARTER REPEALED. 
Law Number: No. 13. 

Full Title: An Act entitled an Act to repeal the Charter of the To\\11 of Burroughs granted to said 
To'Wll of Burroughs by the Superior Court of Chatham County, Georgia, on the 22nd day of January, 
1898, and for other purposes. 

Whereas by order of the Superior Court of Chatham County, Georgia, passed on the 22nd day of 
January, 1898, the Tov,n of Burroughs was incorporated; and 
(Sidenote: Preamble.] 

Whereas at a meeting of the Councilmen of the To\\n of Burroughs it \\ias:resolved that necessary 
steps be taken to repeal the charter of said To\\n of Burroughs: and 

Whereas the qualified voters and residents of the TO\m of Burroughs have concurred in said 
request; 

Section I. Now then be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, and it is hereby 
enacted by authority of the same, That from and after the passage of this Act the charter of the said 
To\\.TI of Burroughs be, and the same is. hereby repealed. 
(Sidenote: Act of 1898 repealed.I 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act be, and the same 
are, hereby repealed. 

Appro\·al Date: Approved July 21, 1921 . 
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l.rlc ~ . Gro.nt Installed m ek!c
lrlc ldtehen and bought eledrlc 
appU- for hll . bome. 
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Burroughs: 
·Rebirth of a Once Forgotten Community 
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twice• !"!Jftlb- U,,, 90Coad ai,d 
IOUl1!1 Sundays-by reel« 
mimills, Ille Re,. G1l:llaYI! 
Colian. • 

VI!!. 1111! Bio:nlllgbl c,om
mimity-as - aa an ~ 
dn!w Wyelll iandscape .. t fll"II 

II_,,_., IIOl allfme11114 ~ - SLWl,!_t:l:.,~~mt ~ 
fy. Al OD8 lime, acmn!ing to with • • grant $UpJ!lim by °" 
':!i ~=;.::~ N.1tiaoal Epucapal Ch~ 
wi\b mmy ol u,e CODlllDlllllJ the COCl111'unlty uM!d money 
wnlli,s In the !Di's, Bur- :s.ved by · nmnhrn of • bolh 
roughs wa 11111hillg but • 'mild cbon::bes to fl!!IIOY•le wbal was 

Meeting ~y at !lie~ 
is lhe ....,1y formed Youlb 
Chm. Preldffl1 of lbe club II 
Ca.llll!rine Dav;., DOW a fllldml 
at ~ •s Busm,,ss Col-
~-Smnnah. The llall also · 
ls used by aJIIIIDJlllity tem-
ag"1'S who In Inching !Ud
lni lo Y!""""" chlldn:a.. • 

In ns -many ~an of sisl· 
...... , Bmrougbs ca,t.aDll!d 1IO 

rocn,alloa laclllliel for Its 
lamllles unW about 11m -.Hb 

- lj!O. N'1W the begbmi,la of ~ 
puygn,and cu be...,... ab<l<II a 
qu.ai1er of a_ milr_ down the 
road trum Sl. Bar1holome•'s 
.. 11platcl L1J!'! lelt_lDa ffl<111• 
bu of the l'llurcll by her moth
.,. , Amud.11 a,-.. E,,enmal
lJ, Mrs. -Gffl!ilt said, lhe 
dlllttlt bq,es lo erec:l a slp 
5lylng "Amalda Brown Pby• 
gl"llll9d.'' 

School Systm, and j llllior war
~ ol St. Baribolamew's. 
.uron Gnni, 11n IIYed ill Bur
roughs all .bis life. Liar mast of 
Ille lown's inhallibdlts, be is a 
desa!ndanl or tbe slaves who 
worud tho collon fields la lbt 
old pllmUIUon mmmllllily. • 

"!'JI we , (lhing· la Dur
rnucJIS) """' doiq was marll· 
iDg lUne--martdnc ti.me. I 
lhoaght I wwld die maron· 
time antil slit (Mrs. Groene! 
came. aod "°" we can look ap 
.aod say thank Y'JII, Jesus,". 
explained Gnilll, whom MrL 
GreeM'call5 " Mr. llvmJuglis." 

The GIiiy two bosinfsse in 
Bu~ are RrWl oonlee
lionaries, """ mmed by Grant 
Inside tbe,sm&ll. wooden 5lorO 
Is a Juke box llld space fvr 
_community tftD.agfl'S to 
dance. _ There they may- por
~ soft drinb -i mad<s. - aharistmlnp" al'lernins, ana, an old Sdlaal bulldiJlg Tl!anb- to the Chalhim 

i-,ple Wllllled lot pn,per .....i • door to SL Bartholo- C.-tJ Recrution CommJs. 
'bullll can and_' ~ kHw ·mow L NOii '!"' d11..Wog II • -sim, ..... swing$, II sliding Clum:11 mffllb6I lrt In U,., 
p,atpuw,rtr, ~ 11 .• . pansh II.all and a board and a ~round - lolia&isproc,essolcmnpilillga 

. catlffllallly hlluae. baYe been iDstalled. NOii on hlslo,y of SL BarU,olomew's 
BalllllllellliJlg_l!ldtiog lln Befml ta rmcn-allion· ~ tbeu.tarea~llrirldlllll ad Burrollgbs. "We bope to 

~ppa,e,l lo 1ae town of aboal .iect was -bep,I, tb2.wlndo,,s • teonlsambaltelbalJCOID'tS. rully OCCIIPY ..,,,~ lj)Oljn 

St Bartholomew's began in 
1874, when lt was c:alltd SL 
lllm'• ChaptJ and was situat
ed "" Moynelo Planlation. 
Mn. Gneene Aid. Ill lalJO, a 
plot ...... pun:hased '"' • ...,. 
lion ·o1 Wild RttCI> Road. now 
Ch"'is Roa.d, lrvm Jas,,ph and 
El91d' ~. p!Antollon 

·owners. Today on u,., same 
spolsitsst. Bartbolame.r's. 

Mn. G- pointed out 
whal &be Cllled a belle sill<, ID 
lhe sla..-y st,,ry. Wbi~ plan
taU1111 owoen oflm """'eager 
to prcr,lde bOlb religious allll 
eduwional ....._cbing ID ihcir 
>laves, o1111. she s.ajd. records 
show th.at both whlia and 
blad:s a.It.ended SL Barthok>-

- ..-•• togelller. . 

The Bum,ugbs chapel r,pn,. 
seats ~ beglnninJ of the 
black Episopc;,l Cllurth in the 
Sa"llJmab area, •=nilng ID 
r,trs. G,-. Growing oul oi 
u,., small coogrqatiou wa., Sl 
AllgUS!l,s' EJ)io<,opal Cl=dt, 
DOW Sl. M•Ubew's, -citlch Is 
predomhwrtly blact ill ""'11>-
bersllip. 

~ families.. The people al. st. -and floorillg "bad decaied, am . the Bh:e1ilemllal o:lebtatian, .. 
M21111ew't Epilcopal Clmrolt •__,, a· h•,;1 niD .am,, · ap • _ . Mn. G_,,., ·uicl. ''We have a Today the mother c1mn:1, b 

111 5av:.miil, deciiled to belp !he " waler poun,d in .,,=y'. · "Wo . ,.,.,._ " lot of ~ ,..;q,. colliire_ •bk!! .e .roaUy , ""'°""'""' because of the love 
.,....i..a1. a.m.a«bs.. wti.n,," .llrL Greones11d. boppening_ m ~ sa,d rw:-ed lo spalligbL" • and elloi'U or hec of!sprill_g. 

• - • . Mrs. . Greeno. She !lopes . 111 ~ • • Only two ,...,.,. of p!aunlllg and 
, Na- all wlndo,d .ha~he!a reac:llvilte a l1Ullh . Nlim Acconlillg lo Gt111t.. Bur- hmhror:lconthepm.oladcdl-
: Mllclla!lbolrasslslantelia l'l!J>lati!I! aod Ille ~d• ,Im nlc:1ld....Sdownm.lllY}'l!lln . roaps wu once an ofllclal ut,dst.lutJ.hew'•"OUlmldl 

.J'WOk'td around 'SL~- =-~ wilb ~ -p;o- • •t::.. ~~~ly c:oop,r• town, ,rith a black m.t)'Ol' and a Commltue' .. h .. already made 
mn,'s Ep~ Clllxrdl--:-a . """"'· • a • bl;,ck police c:li!d. But.. Mrs. a dilfermc,, lllal IDl!fflberll ol 
~ wliile ~ -slnlc:llm, Not_anly clwrd, members, t;,-,,, polnll,d_ out, &be has SL Bartho'°"Je1!'• and oillen 
1rlDdl bu .ottaJ>ied the same ·bol oilier membe,i of Ille A ~ school bus drlvtt fouod ,.. ·doonnmts Jcl. UITJ'· livin& In 8mToughs ....,., _,, 
:"I"" in~ since 1190. ~ltllllllfy-- u,,, parish 1w1. fn,m the Chattwn Cauuly '"' thi& infllfflLltion. forget. 



Historic sffl/wt•iG 
· ,· . · -· -· 
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The Burroughs community in the ,;V?-., .. :•

so u th western corner of Chatham 
County has been nominated for 
inclusion on the National Register of 
Historic Places, ending a year-long 
campaign by black community activist 
Gergrude Green. 

• The Chatham County commission 
unanimously apprpved a resolution . 
Friday asking that the isolated 

I community of U.S.l 7 at the end of 
Chevis Road be recognized as an 
important · historic district. Tile tiny 
settlement consists of a church and a 
collection of run~down shanties which. 
constitute the . second-oldest Epis~opal 
congregation in Georgi~. ·. 

The St. Bartholomew congregation 
was formed in 1832 to serve rice · 
plantation ·owners and their slaves. By 
1845 the first priest, Rev. Williams, 
was retained by the white landowners. 
The church has served an an 
educational as well as a religious center 
to the community ever since. 

"We're always taught that 
educational training didn't come to 
the former sl11ves until the Yankees • 
came 'in here after-th~ Civil War, but 
this simply is not true. They taught 
reading, writing and arithmetic to· the 
slaves here before . the war/' Green 
said. • • 

~munity wa, . incorpe>i!JC,~ 
into a_town_j • I-898 and black 
re_s.i ~~-I!!~ .• served a~ _mayor, to~

council members ahd constable. the 
I own prospered- as a rauhead • for 
shipping locally-grown vegetables and 
,-ice north to Savannah. The church 
congregation alone swelled to over 400 
members, Green said: 

Things are slower now. The town's 
population has declined to about 300, 
Green estimated, but the community 

(!errn~de Greene and Bu"oughs" St. ~artholomew Episcopai Church 

endures. "When ' I came out here in local, regional and national Episcopal 
1971, the parish !uil.fwas al~<>S(on . groups. The current church building · 
the ground and the roof was caved in, · • was .erected in 1897 after the first two 
but everyone has pitched in to help.It • were destroyed by a cyclone and then 

Alol)g with support from th-: a hurricane. 
·residents, St. Bartholomew's also Green said she will meet with Bill 
received financial assistance from Martin of the Coastal Area· t1arinmg 

'· 

Georgia Ge~ette/Rlchard Somm"rs 

an cl Development Commission th.is 
week to learn final details for the 
town's inclusion in to ihe National 
Register ,;t>f flis:toric PlJcet;. She also 
hopes th~ Mit ~tate WlLI J~ct on its 
highway .,..,rs in tront of St. 
Bartholomew's 



The Reno11ated St. Bartholomew's Parish Hall 

, ... 
':.~ 

Mrs. -G~eene and Grant in His Confectionary 

SU1ff PholM by Steve Woodfertl 

A Typical Dwelling in Burroughs 



ACCENT 
LENDING A HAND 

Gertrude Greene has spent her life helping others 

By Tony• Fogc Yot1nc 
S.-1'.mn.:ah l"kwt-l'rt•,, 

When ,:cr1rmlt> t;recnc fin-t ns 
1tctl 1hr nmununih· n( 
lturruuth,; iu 19.:M: she fowul 

0111.\ h1_,pt>lc,;~ncs~ au,1 flO\'t'r1y 
111 Uurruu1d1,-:. loct1lef'1 in $Outhcrn 

Ch;11ham Counl)'. sht• l'i.JW chtldren with 
~k•n marred h)' pellagra. She sa"· olher 
c-hiltlren ,,ilh rickets feebly lryin(? lo 
slnnrl. 

She: ,;.aw f>eo11le ,,·ho needt>d an 
;uh:ocalC'. 

F10:,· n•ars and man_\· .tels 11f as~I!'=· 
la11c:c lalc•r in Uurruu~fts. f;rr.1..•111• 
llf'l11etl .almut :10 hnnu.•s in llu1 rn111,:h!
el'I inthHu- 1,iomt,inl! 

··They wrre in son,e lt!rnhle hdn~ s1l-
11at1ons.'' (:n:t·ue ~,'litf s11nply. ll.'a,·111.:: 
.\'OU lo wo111ler whelher sht• \''il!i ta I kin~ 
:ih11ul 1934. J!jff,4 or 00th. 

Knvwn widely as lhe "'mother .. or 
sM1:tl work 1n C:h:tlh.1m Count}-. Crceu<!. 
now M. c11Tu:1,i\llv ewlrd her work in the 
fil-hl m 1!171 aner more th;11140 )'f'ars nf 
.'i(•n·it·l' 

Bt1l. l 0 halli.1m·:; rirsl hlack prc,fcs:-.1on:tl 
"•~·,al w,,rker l'iliJI tvnlinucs lo )!h·c, 
C\'C't1 lhonl!h h("r h\•allh requirc:i. to 
~,wwl nW.'-l of ln•r liml' ;at home 

In ln•r .itmall SPt1lhsick il(HU1mc111. she 
has :-1<T,1phrn1k ;,J\t.-r .~rr;i11houl. 11f 1,hu 
In!!-. ohl 111.!\l"'P:tprr rlirwinl,!s. klH·rs 
;1111/ tlla/111ui- lh~t attc.-.t lo hL·r H:-lr~ tn 
lht· 41n(.•n lh;mkless lielcl . • 

A dri\WI! fort"t' ht-hin1l 1hr mm•'t'mcot 
10 r~li\l.lli~h a ~ocio1l work prn~r:1111 al 
~;a\·;u111.1h Sl:ite Cnlfet~. t;rt'cnr U\\' 

that 1ln.-:u11 realized more than a. cl1:c111tc 
atr1 

Siu• i!<tl°I ronlcnt. thoueh. with th~ 
tm,tr.q.,'f·;ufuate soc-i:al work 11roer:,m at 
.SSC 

I l:i,·i11J! earned her m;1stcr·~ of $ocial 
wurk clt>Ji!.rec n<-arly 50 years a(o from 
wlrnt i~ r,ul;1r Cl:\rk Allant.:1 linh·<'rsi t~·. 
c;n•t·nc·s held clrr:un i~ :1 cradui'\lr 
,<i;0t•Htl \\'fll'k 1,ruJi!r;1111 ;\( s,w:mu;tll !-itate. 

' 

·1 

\..~: 
., 

.• 
1 '' 

··Mr,. (irrrne hil),I bct'n ins1run1t?ntal 
m ke-e11it1ti: the fl;un" alive for social 
,rnrk aml ~ocial work education." 5aid 
Kanata A mold. head nf Savann;ih 
State'!< ~>rial work dep:utment. 

Above· Gerlrude Greene looks over scrapbooks about her career and 
interests. Righi, Greene looks al a painting by Jonathan Green lilled 
"Two Faces.· 

•:rccnr Is lh(t hnnor,llf)' elmer ror the 
.!iCht)QI",: adviii:ory c-tJunrll, wh,th is h~,1uJln)! tl 1e ~fT•n·t to gl:!l 
t11e ,:r.ulUillt l1rttftr;iim. On, orthC a,iv i,ory roum.•11'.rt ,inaS~ 
•~ tn c~lo\hl1sh a 11cholar.ship funct In f.rtent? '.s mm1~ ror 
umlcrttr:\dunle- ~nr1 s;:ndu.at.c ,ociill wnrtc 5t.udc11l:l 

Tht ,tniu1, will hegln a scholushlp rund drl\·e ned yr;ll', 
TI,r lmt1elu.1 ror morh orll,, counh•). di:vd11pme11l 111 

soc1:1I ~r,.•ke$, Greene liut v.·orkecJ u a p~yth1nt11r sod ii 
1\Drllicr :.t Utt Chatham County lleo11lh Orpartm~nt. 

Aul 11 wa.s her work oul~ltl, her jtJb .ii A cll,1 lr.1 l JOCiill 
\\'orker 1hat h u m:u1c U1e mo.in lm,, ,,rl i,r, Oli,.. J ol 11c.Jnn. 
c.•itccutu·c ,Hreclor o(lhe 't'ntrlh Fulure5 ,\Ulhonl:,', 

'" llurro1 1~hs hl'C"arne htr (otl ,11111e Jnb; Mml J11h11s~o. "''hri 
.$l.OU1t."II " ·orki,u; .. , S;annnrih Stale!' :1bm1I lhe Umt ,,, 
Crtt"l1t' re LirC!'nicnt "She u.•orketl ntll I here )'NH 1 :,in .111 d 
l1rljM'tl them !'<Ce lhcir potential . Sh,·.s one o( the retiN', l 
1u.•oplr! I waur to be Uke when r t't!lire. .. 

Uli:t Jnhru.an , M:n')' 11111 C'nnsnlcr,: <; rerne a role 11111tlcl 
"Sl.r n·u !he kind or ~,c111 I v.•or\er i,•ho or,·,•r "urt.f,- s:1ul 

Ifill. a SIACT cle,·elopn1tnl ~pcci:llisl for the county·~ 
Oepartmenl or Family and Children Services. "N" mailer 

'"'hat '-hc'll limJ some rel'iource. 
"And 1flhere isn't one, she'll devtlop it" 
Greene ~-as a1sn amon,- the original of'Raniz.er~ oflhe 

Co3staf Empire Jh1htlat for Humanity. part of an interna
tional group t.lcdicalcd lo helping low-incume people lin,I 
home~. 

One nr Habil.1l'~ mnsl intensive, ambitious projecl~. 
be~un in t99l. is m Burrout:hs. At the proj"crs t'nd . thc,·e 
will be :.bout 50 Habilal homes in the cnmmunil)'. 

"She's just one of thuse unu!Cual people whu has 1pcnt 
her \l·holc lire doing good thin~ (or other f1eople: · lul·al 
archilect Murray Darnartl said n(f;rccne. l\arn;ud x11<"11t a 
tJrc;ule wmking with her on llahiUl pr.,jecls . 

"She ha~ worked lonf:! hours bchiml the ~cenl'~:· B;m1ilrd 
sai,I. .. She 's a real im:piralion ... 

(:reene ollen othmded d~licalions c,(the new llabilat 
homes. Tuu Jick in l!H.Z to .\llend the upcominit cle,dkalion 
ur Fa~·e Castclow Thomaj;;· hou!ie in l:lurrot1~h~ Villae.c . ~h\· 
ukcJ the then ~in,i::lt mother to come lo her home. • 

"I had r. long talk with her about how to survive as a Ot'W 

"She inn,,,,, J.:i11d of .wcir.1/ wor!.er 
who 11c1·,·r q11iB·. No malll'r what, 

shl' 'll_fillll some resoune. 
A11d if there is11 '1 011c, Jhe 'II dew!lop 11.' 

Mary Hill, a staff development specialist for 
the county's Department of Family and 

Children Services. 

hmu('m\'IIN.'' ,-a11I Tho111,,s. 4J. a prit·;il(' duty li('c.•11~e,1 Jtrac , 
(i(.·,11 m11~r ·· 1 n·mc-mhl!rin~ ;u.lntirin~ her ;mh,1m• fuo,i -
tun: ;:md her hdlin2 me nut to worry aboul tt>llin~ lhinl!.~ .. . 
hkt.! th.:at rif,!h1 ,1w:1.t· hecaw•<' It took ht>r and her hu:sl,;1nd 25 : .. : • 
n_•ar~ lo 110.,t .·• • • 
• Th11111a!- . ;i m11ll1cr of four ,11111 t,!r;,ndmuther of nine, ~ilid 
.llih<' lcarnt'1I or 1 :rtenc·s man~· "'orks in the cmnrnunily 
from dmn:h mcniho:ri- M R~thel Bapli!it 

• Sh-..n•.illy r!lucatcd me in the liltle lime I spent wilh 
·. • 

her." Thu111,1~ .lli;ud ~1 didn't w;in( lo tca\·e. She had mf total : ; : • 
:al1t·11ti1111 •• 

Bcl11n• t:1Tt:nt· uflidall~· rnh:rc-11 sod.,/ wo,·k in IY:l.1. the 
S1·rt',·c11 ( ',\unly nati,·e hl't'.lOI<' a hum<- demnn~lrt1lin11 
:i~t•nt 111 <:lr1111 < ·,,unt.\· in 19:JO (ur lht." Ut:pmtuu·nt nf 
l\t;!ricull111·e. 

Without ;1 f'.'OU fnr the rim few months or lhe job. :-:he 
•IL•pcuc1ell nn lht:> hor;c;e-dra"'" waRnn.s or her clienl~ lo 
lran,;1•ort hf'r fru111 home lo home. leaching thtm better 
food 11rc1mralioo :ind cnn~ervation am.I how lu weatherile 
their hOnl{':ri 

She t:mrhl tht-n1 lu ,;tnp canJbaarri box&Land (o hang 
lh<'m nn lhe wall.s ai. a l}'pe of insulation . 

Sodal wnrk w:a.s not immune from the racism oHhe ton1• 
munily harbonnt il. Greene rememher!'i whtn :r1ocial ser• 
,·,C'e fundm( wa.s dc!liitualed for u,;e t,,~ "while children 
only." Sht-wa5 refu!'ierl ~eniicc and accommodations al 
holt-b whert sorinl .,_,ork confercncr.s were held . 

1;rcene w:..s al$n nrdcrecl to io lo the l.latk door on ot(.·:'I · 
sion.-. n·hcn ~h<- had lo ~o to the homt•~ of "'hite cmJ)loycrs 
to \·erify information ahoot !iome or her bl;n.·k l'licmlS. ~ :, : • 

fJt'SJ.••tc the+ iudicnilic, . .she per.-~,1"~d. ·1 r~ll the Orunt 
of ii llt'fore I i!,ol to my <'lients."' Greene said. "I helped pa\·e j: ~ . 
the rt1:,d with a Jnl u(pain ;uul took all the ~hnrtromin.es:· •: •: • 

Whelht'r her ,lrram for S;Jvannah Stale lo have ii iradu- : : : 
alt' sncfol wurk proiram will ht realhecl rtntains 10 be ' ; ·: 
!ieen. Bul. charo1clerislil'all)·. (1reene is optimistic. . , 

··Y,•.'-.1\·r ~olttn tfl!i.cour.1,:ed m·er lhr yeal'l'i, wonderint ir ~ •; • 
lhe itleil wouht e,•er lake root:· !ihe saitl. "Bul I just fell likl• ·; ': 
1 could nc\'cr th·e up ho1,,.- • • • • 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••• • . 



&LACK TOWNS ArnR THE CIVIi: WAR 
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